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“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh

to you.” — James 4:8
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Introduction
Instructions for using this guide:

Be sure to have a Bible, a pen, and at least an hour.
Find a quiet place where you can speak out loud to
God. Open your heart and Bible.
Take the needed time to look up the Scriptures.
Prayerfully answer all the questions.
Talking with God takes time... Don’t rush! 

The first issue in prayer is knowing your sins are
forgiven. Answer the questions below:

Have I ever turned from sin and placed my faith in
Christ alone for my salvation? Yes or No
Can I sin and feel no remorse? Yes or No
Am I convicted and chastised when I sin? Yes or No
Do I have the inner witness of God’s Spirit that
assures me I am a new creature in Christ? Yes or No
If you are uncertain of your salvation, turn to God
and tell Him you are at this moment trusting Jesus’
shed blood for forgiveness of your sins.

Do you have a personal relationship with God? 

Write out a prayer of thanksgiving for God's salvation:
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This guide is not meant to be read quickly or passively.
It is designed to be practiced by intentionally praying
through each section. The purpose of the Prayer Advance is
more than information, inspiration, or activity—the goal is
encountering God. God does not promise to draw near to
polished prayers, long prayers, or loud prayers; He promises
to draw near to those who draw near to Him. The theme of
this Advance is AFLAME! Fire does not fall randomly. In
Scripture, fire falls on an altar—and a spiritual altar of the
heart is built through honesty, humility, and hunger.

This guide will lead you through three intentional steps in
approaching God:

Come Honestly — remove the pretense
Come Humbly — yield your control
Come Hungry — awaken desire

Remember: God actively works where He is wanted—not
where He is managed.

Let’s Begin...
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1 - Honesty
Coming to Jesus Without Pretense 

Take some time and read James 4:1-4, 8b.
James makes a point that the problem does not
originate with God or others, it’s me. I have to be
honest about who I am, and what I have done. 

Honesty is not self-condemnation—it is self-disclosure
before a merciful God. Read: 1 John 1:8.

“Your heart can’t be aflame for God while living a lie.”
Pray Psalm 139:23 to God. “Lord search my heart and
help me to see my sin. Search my thoughts and
intentions. Convict me of any area of disobedience.”



Now sit quietly. Allow the Holy Spirit to bring to the surface
what needs attention.
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Getting Honest

Be specific. Avoid general answers. Write down answers.
What sin(s) have I ignored, justified, or hidden?

Is there any way I am pretending spiritually?

What attitudes, habits, or compromises have grieved
my conscience or the heart of God?

What truth do I know—but have not obeyed?

Whom do I look down upon, or consider myself to be
superior to?

Is there anyone who I have offended but not sought out
for forgiveness?

Is there: Anyone I am unwilling to forgive? Anyone I
would enjoy seeing experience pain and problems? 

Is there unconfessed lust of any kind that is present in
my heart and mind?



5

“Lord, I come clean. I bring what I’ve hidden into Your
light. Wash me, restore me, and purify me. Thank you
for your blood and the forgiveness of sins it grants to
me. Give me your peace and strength to walk in
Freedom. Thank you for forgiving me!” 

Walking In Freedom

Do I steward my time well? Are there any addictive
beahaviors, including social media and any form of
entertainment I have not dealt with? 

Now pray Psalm 139:23 again and wait in silence for the
Holy Spirit to speak once more. Write down anything
else below.

“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have
mercy.” — Proverbs 28:13

It’s time to confess! Here are some Guiding principles:
Confession means naming, not excusing. It is agreeing
with God about what you have done. 
Avoid blaming others or circumstances.
Take time—don’t rush conviction away.
Confess one specific issue at a time to God from the list
you have gleaned by “Getting Honest”.
If applicable, write down anyone you need to forgive or
go to for accountability. Sin loves the shadows!
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2 - Humility

Read James 4:6-7, 10
God does not ignite self-sufficient men, but fire falls
on surrendered lives.
Humility is not weakness—it is agreement with
God’s authority.

If able, bow on your knees or lay flat on the ground—this
outward symbol captures the heart-posture of humility.
Pray: “Lord, I admit I lack. I admit I have weakness. I
humbly approach you. Please show me any area of
pride that needs to be rooted out.“

Coming to God Without Pretense 

“A humble heart is the altar where holy fire falls.”

Questions To Consider:
Where am I relying on my strength instead of God’s?
What area of my life have I resisted yielding to God
because I do not trust His power or plan?
Where do I struggle with control, pride, or self-direction?
Would my answers match those of my family or friends? 
Do I ever seek other’s opinions, or do I view them as non-
essential?
Do I question God, or believe Him to be wrong? 
What would full surrender look like for me? Pray like this:
“God, even if you don’t                                      , You are still
good, and I trust You completely!

Self vs. Surrender

Name areas where you need to release control. 
Surrender your desired outcomes in situations.

The End of Me
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Say “yes” to God before seeing what He chooses to do.
“We walk by faith, not by sight!”
Open your hands physically to remind yourself of the
importance of a surrendered heart.
Verbally surrender each area over to God—career,
family, future, reputation, comfort, finances, etc.

“Lord, I yield myself to You. Not my will, but Yours be done. I
want Your fire more than control. Melt my heart, mold my
will, and make me into who you desire me to be!”

3 - Hunger

“Draw Near To God” implies a desire to personally
experience His active presence.
Read Matthew 5:6.

Spiritual fire begins with spiritual hunger.
No hunger—no flame.
God does not ignite men who are satisfied with
distance, routine, or religion. 

Ask God, slowly and sincerely: “Lord, what am I truly
hungry for?” Don’t correct your answer. Let it surface.
Now ask Him: “God implant within me, through your
Holy Spirit, a desire for You that cannot be quenched.”
Desire is both grown and given. You have asked God to
work in you. Now it’s time to take a step and draw near. 
Questions To Consider:

Where has my spiritual appetite weakened?
What has dulled my hunger—comfort, success, sin,
fatigue, disappointment, conflict, etc.?
When was the last time I longed deeply for God’s
active presence and power in my life?

Coming to God With Desire
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Stay Hungry...
“Lord, I draw near to You. Set my heart aflame again. Burn
away complacency. Ignite holy desire and send me home
different in Jesus’ name! Amen.”

Sing your favorite song of praise to the Lord!
Worship Him, and don’t leave till He is done speaking! 

“As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my
soul after thee, O God.” — Psalm 42:1

Praise is meant to be transformative, not transactional. I
don’t praise God to get a blessing, I praise Him because
He changes me as I focus on Him . As I praise my desire
for Him grows, because I see how good He truly is! Take
time and study Psalm 145. Write answers to the
questions below, and pray/praise through them!

Identify character traits of God which call for praise:

Identify Promises of God to claim:

“Lord, awaken holy hunger in me. Burn away lesser desires.
I refuse to settle for spiritual dullness. Fill me again!“ 

Stoking the Fire of Desire


